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Dear Colleague, 
 
We cordially welcome you to PETRA 2011 Conference, the 4th ACM International Conference on 
PErvasive Technologies Related to Assistive Environments, May 25-27 2011 in Crete, Greece. 
 
Conference Theme 
The PETRA Conference brings together different types of technology to address an important 
social and healthcare issue: as the world's population ages, there is a growing interest in solutions 
for the in-home care of the elderly as well as for the care of people with Alzheimer's, Parkinson's 
and other disabilities or traumas. PETRA (which means "stone" in Greek) reflects the needs of the 
domestic environment, or "Oikos" as it was known in ancient Greece, but from a technological 
perspective. People's living environments are particularly important in an increasingly crowded 
and complex world where the need for inclusiveness and connectivity with the rest of the world is 
key. PETRA addresses the fact that, as people grow older; they will increasingly rely on 
technology to be able to stay in their homes.  
 
The conference attracted paper submissions from 18 countries, which underwent a thorough 
reviewing process; 37 of these were accepted as full papers, 7 as short papers and 6 as posters. The 
Petra Technical Program includes also the 5 following supported workshops  
 
PETRA WORKSHOPS  
 
W1 ABRA: Affect and Behaviour Related Assistance in Support For the Elderly  

 
W2 AlzAACFAM: Alzheimer's Disease - Computer-assisted Early Diagnosis and the Use of 

Augmentative Alternative Communication (AAC) for Families and Patients  
 

W3 PSPAE: Privacy and Security in Pervasive e-Health and Assistive Environments 
Workshop  
 

W4 RasEnv: Workshop on Robotics in Assistive Environments  
 

W5 HappyAgeing: HAPPY AGEING  Project Overview. Solutions for Independent Living 
and Technology Acceptance 
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